
Welcome to PRELUDE
A Preview of Aurora 2017

PRELUDE is a free and public contemporary art exhibition 

that transforms the AT&T Performing Arts Center campus 

and the Meyerson Symphony Center with light, video and 

sound-based, immersive art installations. A compact 

version of the biennial Aurora event, PRELUDE features 

ten art works by eleven local and international artists. 

As you make your way through the exhibition with your 

family, follow this guide and document your experiences. 

Share your observations and photos with other PRELUDE 

visitors on social media using #PRELUDEDALLAS.

FAMILY DISCUSSION GUIDE Made possible by



A Beginner’s Guide to Looking at Contemporary Art

Quayola, Matter

Quayola is an artist who lives in London. He used 3D animation 

software to create the video projected on the Meyerson Symphony 

Center. The video shows us a digital version of a famous sculpture 

made in 1902 by French artist Auguste Rodin.

Auguste Rodin’s sculpture is called Le Penseur, which is French 

for The Thinker. What do you think Le Penseur is thinking 

about? What do you look like when you are deep in thought? 

Have someone take a picture of you thinking like Le Penseur.

Quayola is interested in what happens when we combine the 

old and the new. In Matter, he uses new technology to show us 

an old art work in a new way. What is your favorite art work from 

the past? If you could change that art work using a computer, 

how would you change it? 

In science, we describe matter as anything that takes up 

space and has mass. Why do you think Quayola titled his art 

work Matter?

*For more information about Visual Thinking Strategies, visit vtshome.org.

What is going on in this art work?

What do you see that tells you that?

What more can you find?*

By looking closely at each art work and listening to each other’s ideas, you might discover something you 

hadn’t considered on your own.
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We all have unique backgrounds and experiences that shape how we see and understand art. One of the 

most enjoyable things about looking at art is discussing our different ideas with others. As you walk through 

the PRELUDE exhibition, share your ideas and observations with your friends and family. You can start a 

conversation with these questions:



Shilpa Gupta, Deep below, the sky flows under our feet

Antonin Fourneau, Waterlight Graffiti  Sponsored by

Antonin Fourneau is an artist who lives in Paris, France. In Waterlight Graffiti, he created a wall made of 

thousands of LEDs. When you touch the surface of the art work with water, an electrical bridge is created that 

illuminates the LEDs embedded under the surface. As you add more water, the lights become brighter. 

Shilpa Gupta hopes that when you view her neon words 

from underneath, you feel like you are daydreaming. Do you 

daydream often? What types of things do you daydream about?

Usually, we think of the sky as being above our heads—not 

under our feet. Is there a way for us to think differently about 

Shilpa Gupta’s sentence so that it is true?

Hint: There are people and places on the other side of the world.

If you were to create an art work using neon words, what would 

your art work say and why?

Antonin Fourneau invites us to be artists in his project. Before you interact with Waterlight Graffiti, think 

about what you will draw or write. As an artist, what ideas do you want to share with the rest of us?
 

Grab a brush and have fun drawing with light. Share a photo of your light drawing on social media. Don’t 

forget to tag it with #PRELUDEDALLAS.
 

Watch what other people create. Can you describe someone else’s light drawing?

Antonin Fourneau isn’t the only PRELUDE artist to use LEDs. Can you find another art work made of 

LEDs? Find the answer below.

Answer: ‘Light Wave’ by teamVOID. ‘Light Wave’ is sponsored by

>

>

>

>

>

>

>

Shilpa Gupta is an artist who lives in Mumbai, India. In Deep below, the sky flows under our feet, she asks us to 

use our imaginations to find truth in something that may at first seem untrue.



U_joo+limheeyoung, Temptation of the Dancing Mask - Dark Eating Machine

U_joo+limheeyoung are a husband-and-wife team who live in Seoul, 

South Korea. The two artists love to tell imaginative stories through 

their artwork. They make fantasies seem real. 

CONNECT & LEARN MORE

ON THE WEB

Visit us at DallasAURORA.com

ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Share your ideas and photos on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram with #PRELUDEDALLAS
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Knowing that U_joo+limheeyoung like to tell stories, make up 

your own story about the Dark Eating Machine. In your story, 

decide what the machine was built to do. Exchange stories with 

a friend.

In U_joo+limheeyoung’s story, the Dark Eating Machine is made 

up of masks that summon the darkness. It moves its numerous 

teeth while its bright light absorbs energy from the dark. Once 

the machine collects enough energy, it will create a black hole 

that connects to another world. Pretty cool, huh?

In what ways was your story similar to U_joo+limheeyoung’s 

story? How was your story different?

This guide was produced by the nonprofit AT&T PERFORMING ARTS CENTER as part of its educational and community 
outreach programs. These efforts are made possible by the generous support of our sponsors, donors, members and 
volunteers. Learn how you can help support the Center at attpac.org/support or call 214.978.2888.


